Why torrent?

There are plenty of reasons to learn
how to do this. I don't care if yours
are considered legal or not. As long
as you're not causing harm to
vulnerable people, you should do
whatever you want.

What concerns me is our ability to
preserve materials that are rare,
obscure, out of print, or otherwise
without reliable distribution. There
are few legitimate channels
remaining for this purpose. We
face a future without them entirely.

Torrenting is a decentralized way

to access those things and share
them with each other, on our terms.
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What You Will Need

A VPN, such as NordVPN.*

VPN stands for Virtual Private
Network. Corporations and other
entities keep a close eye on
filesharing networks. A VPN will
hide your computer's identity and
location from them.

This is the one part of your
torrenting journey that will cost
money, I'm afraid. Fortunately, the
subscription fee for a VPN costs
about the same as your typical
video streaming service.

*I will mention specific services by
name here and in the following
pages. I don't have any kind of
deal with them. I merely use them
as examples.
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A torrent client, like uTorrent.

Torrenting involves downloading
portions of the desired material
from multiple peers. This is known
as "leeching." Torrent clients are
programs that facilitate this
process.

Once you have portions of the
material on your own computer,
the client will make them available
to others in turn. This is known as
"seeding." The torrent client
enables you to pause, resume, or
abandon this process at any time.

Important tip: Keep your VPN
protection active until you've
either exited the torrenting client
or emptied the download queue.
And always use Task Manager to
double check that the client has
Sfully closed!
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A place to download .torrent
files, such as The Pirate Bay.

The process begins with a .torrent
file, which the client uses to
communicate with peers who have
portions of the material associated
with that .torrent file.

These .torrent files can be found
on torrent download websites.

Those websites are frequently shut
down or harassed on suspicion of
illegal activity. Finding working
versions of them (known as
mirrors) can be tricky. The Pirate
Bay has been remarkably sturdy.
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